
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge Organiser:  Class: Banksy   Subject: History 
Why is the World Trade Centre one of the most significant buildings in the world? 

 
 New York Timeline 

 1609 - Henry Hudson explores the Hudson River and claims the land for the Dutch. 
 1624 - The Dutch build Fort Orange which will become the city of Albany. 
 1625 - New Amsterdam is established. It will become New York City. 
 1664 - The British take over New Netherlands and rename it New York. 
 1754 - The French and Indian War begins. It will end in 1763 with the British winning. 
 1775 - Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys capture Fort Ticonderoga at the start of the American Revolution. 
 1776 - The British defeat the Americans at the Battle of Long Island and take over New York City. 
 1777 - The Americans defeat the British at the Battles of Saratoga. This is a turning point in the war in favor of the Americans. 
 1788 - New York becomes the 11th state to join the Union. 
 1797 - Albany is made the permanent state capital. 
 1825 - The Erie Canal opens connecting the Great Lakes to the Hudson River and the Atlantic Ocean. 
 1892 - Ellis Island opens as the central immigration centre for the United States. 
 1929 - The New York Stock Exchange crashes signalling the start of the Great Depression. 
 2001 - The Twin Towers of the World Trade Centre are destroyed by terrorists 

The World Trade Centre 

The World Trade Centre site (formerly called Ground Zero, sits on 16 acres (65,000 m2) in Lower Manhattan in New York City. The land was 
originally underwater. The first World Trade Centre complex of buildings stood on the site until it was destroyed in the September 11 attacks. The new 
World Trade Centre complex is currently being built on the site. 

On the morning of September 11, 2001, two airplanes were captured by terrorists close to al-Qaeda and crashed into the Twin Towers, the North Tower 
and the South Tower, of the World Trade Centre. The towers fell and were destroyed within two hours of the crashes. Nearly 3,000 people died in the 
attacks. After the attacks, hospital workers and police offers began calling the site "Ground Zero". 

Key Vocab: Terrorism is the use of fear and acts of violence in order to intimidate societies or governments. Many different types of social or political 

organizations might use terrorism to try to achieve their goals. People who carry out acts of terrorism are called terrorists. Some definitions now 
include acts of unlawful violence and war.  
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